


















Abstract:	 Clastic	 dikes	 are	 often	 the	 only	 evidence	 of	 past	 disasters	 in	 poorly	 exposed	 areas	 and	 therefore	 their		
findings	are	extremely	important	for	earthquake	study.	However,	the	variety	of	their	origins	greatly	complicates	the	
use	of	 clastic	dikes	 to	assess	 the	 seismic	hazards	within	 the	manifold	environments.	This	paper	 systematizes	main	
triggers,	 formation	 mechanisms	 and	 some	 matching	 indicative	 features	 of	 tabular	 and	 cylindrical	 bodies	 with	 an		
emphasis	on	the	importance	of	revealing	the	injection	dikes	formed	by	fluidized	injection	of	clastic	material	into	the	
host	 sedimentary	 layers	 (from	 the	bottom	upwards)	 and	associated	with	overpressure	buildup	and	hydraulic	 frac‐
turing.	Based	on	the	revision	of	known	seismic	 liquefaction	features	and	specific	descriptions	of	the	injection	dikes,	
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ления	 и	 разрывообразования.	 На	 основе	 ревизии	 известных	 признаков	 сейсмического	 разжижения	 и	 кон‐









рывного	 субгоризонтального	 положения	 (iv).	 Статья	 иллюстрирует	 возможности	 использования	 кластиче‐



















the	 vicinity	 of	 St.	 Petersburg	 [Srtangways,	 1821]	 and	
later	in	the	east	of	Argentina	[Darwin,	1846],	and	since	
then,	 for	 almost	 200	 years,	 specialists	 have	 been	 de‐
scribing	 these	 structures,	 arguing	 about	 their	 origins	
and	 trying	 to	 use	 the	 clastic	 dikes	 for	 unraveling	 the	





Castilla,	 Audemard,	 2007;	 Porat	 et	 al.,	 2007;	 Goździk,	
van	Loon,	2007;	Moretti,	Sabato,	2007;	Levi	et	al.,	2006,	
2009,	 2011;	 Chen	 et	 al.,	 2009;	Deev	 et	 al.,	 2009,	 2015;	
Rusakov,	Nikonov,	2010;	Rogozhin,	2012;	Talwani	et	al.,	
2011;	van	Loon,	Maulik,	2011;	Cooley,	2011;	Novikov	et	
al.,	2013;	Quigley	 et	al.,	2013;	 Jacoby	 et	al.,	2015;	Har‐
gitai,	Levi,	2015;	Ito	et	al.,	2016;	Rodríguez‐Pascua	et	al.,	
2016;	Onorato	et	al.,	2016].	During	years	of	research,	it	
became	 apparent	 that	 the	 genesis	 of	 clastic	 dikes	 is	
multifarious	 [Owen,	Moretti,	 2011;	 Owen	 et	 al.,	 2011;	
Shanmugan,	2016,	2017]	 and,	 at	 first	 glance,	 to	 deter‐
mine	their	origin	seems	to	be	complex.	
Among	 the	 numerous	 publications,	 it	 is	 worth	 no‐
ting	 fundamental	 works	 of	 Jenkins	 [1925],	 Lupher	




of	 sediments	 and	 rocks,	 filling,	 morphology,	 possible	
sizes,	 origin,	 age,	 factors	 affecting	 their	 formation	and	
methods	 of	 investigations.	 Specialized	 works	 devoted	
to	 sand	 blows	 from	 the	 epicentral	 areas	 of	 recent	
earthquakes	 appeared	 a	while	 back.	 They	 provide	 in‐
formation	on	criteria	for	seismic	origin	of	clastic	dikes	
resulting	from	liquefaction	[Audemard,	de	Santis,	1991;	
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Obermeier,	1996,	1998;	Obermeier	 et	al.,	2005;	Lunina,	
Gladkov,	 2016],	 open	 the	 possibilities	 of	 using	 these	
structures	 to	 locate	 the	 epicenter	 [Green	 et	 al.,	 2005;	
Lunina	et	al.,	2012]	and	to	estimate	magnitude/macro‐
seismic	 intensity	 [Lunina,	 Gladkov,	 2015],	 as	 well	 as	
show	 opportunities	 to	 date	 past	 earthquakes	 [Tuttle,	
2001;	Porat	et	al.,	2007].	
Nevertheless,	the	universal	use	of	liquefaction	struc‐
tures	 to	 assess	 seismic	 hazards	 is	 still	 limited.	 This	 is	
because	 of	 problems	 of	 identification	 of	 seismic	 soft‐
deformation	 against	 the	 background	 of	 the	 structures	
of	other	genesis,	as	well	as	due	to	lack	of	depictive	and	
quantitative	data	characterizing	 the	blows	of	 liquefied	
sediments	 from	 the	 epicentral	 areas	 of	 instrumental	
and	historical	events,	which	makes	 it	difficult	 to	apply	
the	 actualism	 for	 paleoseismological	 reconstructions.	
The	search	of	dikes,	which	are	not	easy	to	reveal	tens	to	
hundreds	of	 years	 after	 seismic	 shocks,	 is	 also	 a	 chal‐
lenge.	At	the	same	time,	liquefaction	features	in	poorly	
exposed	areas	are	often	the	only	evidence	of	past	disas‐
ters,	 so	 their	 findings	 and	 study	 are	 extremely	 im‐
portant	for	predicting	future	earthquakes.	
The	 goal	 of	 this	 work	 is	 briefly	 to	 systematize	 the	
available	knowledge	and	to	supplement	them	with	new	
results	 of	 studying	 the	 clastic	 dikes	 to	 use	 them	 for	
seismic	 hazard	 assessments.	 The	 author	 of	 the	 paper	
below	shows	the	diversity	in	origins	of	clastic	dikes	(i),	
revises	geological	and	structural	criteria	of	seismically	
induced	 injection	 dikes	 (ii),	 determines	 indicative	 cri‐
teria	 for	 liquefaction	 features	 on	 ground	 penetrating	
radar	 (GPR)	 images,	 as	 the	 GPR	 is	 most	 mobile	 and	







Depending	 on	 the	 fracture	 infilling	 directed	 up‐
wards	 or	 downwards,	 clastic	 dikes	 are	 classified	 into	
two	 different	 groups	 [Shrock,	 1948;	 Garetsky,	 1956;	
Montenat	 et	 al.,	 1991,	 2007	Hargitai,	 Levi,	 2015].	 The	
first	one	includes	injection	(intrusion,	impact‐fluidized)	
dikes	 formed	 by	 fluidized	 injection	 of	 clastic	material	
into	 the	 host	 sedimentary	 layers	 and	 associated	 with	
overpressure	buildup	and	hydraulic	fracturing	(Figs.	1,	
2).	 It	 is	 relevant	 to	 recall	 here	 that	 liquefaction	 is	 the	
transformation	of	a	granular	material	from	a	solid	state	
into	 a	 liquefied	 state	 as	 a	 consequence	 of	 increased	
pore‐water	 pressure	 and	 large	 loss	 of	 strength	 [Youd,	
1973].	 When	 a	 liquefied	 material	 rapidly	 penetrates	
through	the	overlying	strata,	the	process	is	referred	to	
as	 fluidization.	 The	 fluidization	 effects	 arise	 in	 poorly	
sorted	 clastic	 rocks	 covered	 by	 unconsolidated	 sedi‐
mentary	 layers	 with	 low	 permeability	 [Moretti	 et	 al.,	
1999].	 The	 second	 group	 contains	Neptunian	 (deposi‐
tional)	 dikes	 formed	 by	 the	 introduction	 of	 material	





be	 seen	 associations	 of	 small	 injection	 and	Neptunian	
dikes,	0.3–4.0	cm	thick	and	1–24	cm	high,	called	micro‐
dikes	[Lunina	et	al.,	2012]	or	dikelets	[Levi	et	al.,	2009].	
They	 are	 abundant	 in	 sands	 of	 various	 colors,	 which	
generally	make	up	patterns	of	a	“seismic	cross	section”	
(Fig.	6).	
Among	 21	 triggering	 mechanisms	 that	 can	 initiate	
sediment	 failures	in	subaerial	and	submarine	environ‐
ments	 on	 Earth	 [Shanmugam,	 2016,	 2017],	 at	 least	
twelve	 main	 natural	 processes	 are	 responsible	 for	
forming	 clastic	 dikes	 and	 cylindrical	 bodies	 (Tables	1,	
2):	 desiccation	 of	 soft	 deposits;	 extensional	 tectonics;	
flood;	glacial	loading;	sudden	deposition	in	underwater	




subsequent	 fracturing	 (mud	 volcanoes);	 storm	waves;	
mass	movement;	 and	meteorite	 impact.	 Some	 triggers	
result	in	both	types	of	dikes.	With	such	diversity	in	the	
origins,	at	first	glance,	it	is	difficult	to	identify	a	seismi‐
cally	 induced	 soft‐sediment	 deformation.	 However,	











the	 first	 ten	 of	 meters	 at	 a	 width	 less	 than	 1	 m.	 The	
dikes	up	to	15	cm	wide	occur	the	most	frequently	and	
those	 greater	 than	 1	m	 are	 generally	 associated	 with	
lateral	 spreading	 through	 the	 horizontal	 extension	
forces	[Obermeier,	1996].	Within	 the	seismically	active	
Dead	Sea	basin,	injection	dikes	considered	as	an	earth‐
quake‐induced	 structures	 are	 5	mm	 –	 18	m	 high	 and		
1	mm	–	0.18	m	wide	[Levi	et	al.,	2011].	
Neptunian	dikes	are	often	up	to	the	first	meters	wide	
and	 sometimes	 have	 a	 laminated	 structure	 (Fig.	 5)	
marking	 a	 stage‐by‐stage	 infilling	 of	 fractures	 (see		
Table	 1).	 However,	 not	 all	 of	 them	 contain	 these	 cha‐
racteristics	 and,	 therefore,	 for	 example,	 a	 permafrost	
wedge	 (see	 Fig.	 4)	 could	 be	 mistaken	 for	 liquefaction	
features.	On	 the	other	hand,	Neptunian	dikes	also	 form	
in	seismic	shaking	(see	Fig.	3),	but	identification	of	their	
earthquake	 origin	without	 other	 residual	 deformations		
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is	challenging.	In	this	regard,	for	paleoseismic	tasks	it	is	
better	 to	 rely	 on	 injection	 dikes	 and	 to	 take	 into	 ac‐
count	 Neptunian	 ones	 only	 when	 additional	 evidence	
(surface	 ruptures,	 fractures	 with	 displacement	 of	 at	
least	0.1	m,	structural	analysis,	relation	to	active	faults	
etc.)	 is	 available.	 In	 addition,	 the	 injection	dikes	 carry	
information	 about	 liquefaction	 susceptibility	 under	
certain	cyclic	loads	determined	by	local	characteristics	
of	 the	oscillation	 amplitude	and	 a	duration	of	 shaking	
that	 is	 especially	 important	 for	 engineers	 and	 de‐
signers.	 It	has	been	illustrated	that	 liquefaction	occurs	
in	 the	 same	 place,	 repeatedly	 using	 the	 dikes	 to	 blow	
material	[McCalpin,	2009].	
Thus,	 considering	 the	 multifold	 natural	 processes,	
which	 could	 serve	 as	 triggers	 for	 the	 formation	 of		
clastic	 dikes,	 the	 study	 of	 seismic	 events	 should	 be	
based	on	relatively	wide	abundance	of	these	structures	
and	 recognition	 of	 their	 earthquake	 genesis	 because		
of	liquefaction	and	fluidization.	Meanwhile,	Shanmugan	
[2016]	and	Feng	 [2017]	believe	that	no	unique	criteria	
for	 separating	 seismic	 from	 nonseismic	 liquefaction	
exist.	This	opinion	places	in	doubt	using	soft‐sediment		
deformation	 for	 earthquake	 study.	 That	 is	 why	 the		
author	of	 the	present	paper	mainly	 focuses	on	 the	 in‐
jection	 dikes,	 ignoring	 other	 types	 of	 soft‐sediment		
deformations,	and	shows	below	that	a	consistent	analy‐






























units	 containing	 soft‐sediment	 deformation	 produced	
by	shaking	[Seilacher,	1969;	McCalpin,	2009;	Van	Loon,	
2014].	 The	 known	 features	 reflect	 the	 general	 condi‐
tions,	under	which	the	water‐saturated	unconsolidated	
deposits	 may	 become	 liquid.	 In	 addition,	 Obermeier	
[1996]	 proposed	 a	 feature	 of	 suddenly	 applied	 an	
upward‐directed	hydraulic	force	of	short	duration	that	
should	 appear	 in	 the	 sedimentary	 structure,	 as	 well	
described	 the	 characteristics	 of	 injection	 dikes	 from	
several	 seismic	 zones	 in	 the	 USA.	Subsequently,	 based	
on	 the	 observations	 in	 the	 epicentral	 areas	 of	 instru‐
mental	 and	 historical	 earthquakes,	 geological	 and	
structural	 criteria	 allowing	 directly	 on	 the	 outcrop	 to	
identify	 the	 seismic	 origin	 of	 injection	 dikes	 [Lunina,	
Gladkov,	2016]	were	developed.	The	author	of	the	pre‐
sent	 paper	 revised	 all	 known	 features	 and	 analyzed	
specific	descriptions	of	such	structures	to	result	in	the		
	
Fig.	4.	Neptunian	 dike	 presented	 by	 a	 wedge	 filled	 with	
yellow	and	grey	silt	with	a	considerable	amount	of	peaty	
and	 humic	 sediments,	 the	 Tunka	 basin	 of	 the	 Baikal	 rift	
zone	(the	photograph	of	A.	Gladkov).	The	structure	of	the	
unconsolidated	 host	 deposits,	 the	 shape	 and	 size	 of	 the	
dike,	as	well	as	the	physical‐mechanical	properties	of	 the	
sediments	point	to	a	cryogenic	origin	of	the	shown	defor‐
mation,	 as	 ice	 wedge	 pseudomorphs	 and	 cryoturbations	
[Alexeev	et	al.,	2014].	
	
Рис.	4.	 Нептуническая	 дайка	 клиновидной	 формы,	
выполненная	 желтым	 и	 серым	 пылеватым	 материа‐
лом	 со	 значительным	 количеством	 оторфованных	 и	
гумусированных	 отложений,	 Тункинская	 впадина	
Байкальской	 рифтовой	 зоны	 (фото	 А.С.	 Гладкова).	
Структура	 рыхлых	 вмещающих	 отложений,	 форма	 и	
размер	дайки,	а	также	физико‐механические	свойства	
осадков	 свидетельствуют	 о	 криогенном	 происхожде‐
нии	деформаций,	отнесенных	к	псевдоморфозам	кли‐








Fig.	5.	 Close‐up	of	a	 touchet‐type	 (laminated)	Neptu‐



















Fig.	6.	Microdikes	 of	whitish	 fine	 sand,	 up	 to	 2	 cm	wide	
and	 13	 cm	 high,	 observed	 in	 a	 section	 of	 alternating	
loamy	 sands	 and	 sands	 (site	 location:	 52.16056N	 and	




Рис.	 6.	 Микродайки	 белесого	 тонкозернистого	 песка	
мощностью	 до	 2	 см	 в	 разрезе	 переслаивающихся	 су‐
песей	 и	 песков	 (координаты	 точки	 наблюдения:	
52.16056N	 and	 106.72708E)	 в	 эпицентральной	 зоне	
Цаганского	 землетрясения	 с	 M~7.5,	 произошедшего	





T a b l e 	 1.	Main	triggers	and	formation	mechanisms	of	Neptunian	dikes	and	similar	bodies	
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formulation	of	 general	 and	 individual	 criteria	 that	 are	
valid	for	the	seimogenic	genesis	of	injection	dikes.	
General	 indicative	 criteria	 of	 seismically	 induced		
injection	dikes	are	following:	
1.	Soft‐sediment	 deformation	 is	 located	 within		
200	km	 from	 an	 active	 fault	 (maximum	 distance,	 at	
which	liquefaction	effects	can	be	manifested	according	
to	world	data	[Ambraseys,	1988]).	
2.	Suitable	 sediment	 composition	 –	 poorly	 consoli‐
dated	metastable	sands	with	low	cohesion,	loamy	sand,	




4.	Ruling	 out	 the	 possibility	 of	 an	 origin	 from	arte‐
sian	water.	
	
T a b l e 	2.	Main	triggers	and	formation	mechanisms	of	injection	dikes	and	cylindrical	bodies	






















































































6.	Absence	 of	 impact	 craters	 and	mud	 volcanoes	 in	
the	vicinity.		
7.	Avoiding	 tsunamites	 and	 tempestites	 in	 the	 sec‐
tion,	as	well	as	localities	of	sudden	deposition.		
8.	Similarity	between	investigated	dikes	and	histori‐
cally	 documented	 dikes	 of	 the	 earthquake	 induced	 li‐
quefaction	processes,	in	a	similar	physical	setting.	
9.	The	dike	locations	are	identified	on	the	surface	by	
sinkholes,	whose	 long	axes	 coincide	with	 the	 strike	of	
the	dikes	in	most	cases	(the	criterion	is	valid	for	recent	
earthquakes).	
10.	The	 smaller	dikes	are	 closer	 to	each	other	 than	
the	larger	ones	[Obermeier,	1996].	
11.	Dikes	 occur	 at	 multiple	 places,	 preferably	 at	
least	within	a	few	kilometers	of	one	another,	in	similar	
geologic	 and	 ground	water	 settings	 [Obermeier,	 1996;	
McCalpin,	 2009],	 and	 satisfy	magnitude/distance	 rela‐
tions	for	liquefaction	from	earthquakes.	
12.	The	 evidence	 for	 age	 of	 the	 dikes	 supports	 the	
interpretation	 that	 they	 formed	 in	 one	 or	 more	 dis‐
crete,	 short	 episodes	 that	 individually	 affected	 a	 large	
area	and	that	the	episodes	were	separated	by	relatively	
long	 time	 periods	 during	 which	 no	 such	 features	
formed	[Obermeier,	1996;	McCalpin,	2009].	
Individual	 criteria	 of	 seismically	 induced	 injection	
dikes	in	sectional	view	are	following:	
1.	Pushed	 up	 sedimentary	 blocks	 within	 the	 dike	
body	 (see	 Fig.	 2,	 c,	 Fig.	 7).	 The	 rise	 of	 the	 layer	 was		
apparently	due	 to	 the	pressure	of	water	 flow	 that	pe‐
netrates	 the	 deposits	 through	 the	 fractures	 and	 in‐
filtrates	 host	 sediments,	 partly	 inplacing	 them	mostly	
along	 walls	 of	 the	 structure.	 This	 feature	 is	 relevant	
even	 when	 dike	 morphed	 by	 cryogenic	 processes		
(Fig.	8).	
2.	Regular	distorted	contacts	of	dike	with	host	sedi‐
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3.	Turned	 up	 layers	 of	 host	 deposits	 on	 contacts	
with	 a	 dike	 (see	 Fig.	 1,	 c–d,	 Figs.	 7,	 9).	 The	 feature	 is	
typical	of	 laminated	sedimentary	rocks.	 It	differs	 from	
ice‐wedge	 pseudomorphs	 and	 relict	 frost	 cracks,	 in	
which	all	host	 layers	 in	contact	with	the	 inner	zone	of	
fill	 derived	 from	 above	 and	 from	 sides,	 are	 lowered	
[Ewertowski,	2009]	in	the	direction	of	water	movement	
when	thawing	the	soil	near	the	surface.	
4.	Displacement	 along	 dike	 contacts	 usually	 in	 the	
form	of	 a	 normal	 fault	 caused	by	 tectonic	movements	
or	subsidence	that	compensates	 for	the	removed	sedi‐
ment	(see	Fig.	1,	c–d,	Fig.	7).	Like	seismogenic	features	
1	 and	 2,	 this	 helps	 the	 recognition	 of	 an	 earthquake‐
triggered	dike	affected	by	cryogenic	processes	
5.	Existence	of	craterlet	 filled	 like	a	colluvial	wedge	
(see	 Figs.	 1,	 b,	 d,	 Fig.	 7).	 Exogenous	 processes	 often	
truncate	the	craterlets.		
6.	Flow	structures	project	upward	from	the	liquefied	
layer	 into	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	 dike	 and	 testify	 upward‐
directed	hydraulic	force	[Obermeier,	1996]	(Figs.	7,	9).	
7.	A	 large	 amount	 of	 downwarping	 of	 the	 cap	 to‐
ward	the	dike	(more	than	0.5	m)	(see	Fig.	7).	It	tends	to	






of	next	 criterion	9	 (Fig.	7).	Such	a	 structure	 is	 charac‐
teristic	of	dike	infilled	by	fluidized	material,	which	was	
injected	 vertically	 and	 then	 between	 layers,	 not	 rea‐
ching	the	surface.		
9.	Filling	 of	 an	 injection	 dike	with	 coarser	material	
than	 the	 host	 sediments	 (see	 Fig.	 2).	 This	 separates	
	
Fig.	8.	Ice	wedge	pseudomorphs	superimposed	on	seismogenic	
sand	 dike	 on	 the	 right	 bank	 of	 the	 Irkut	 river	 near	 the	
Zhemchug	settlement	(Holocene	sediments	in	the	Tunka	basin	





р.	 Иркут	 вблизи	 пос.	 Жемчуг	 (голоценовые	 отложения	










Fig.	 9.	 Flow	 structures	 projecting	 upward	 from	 the	
source	zones	 into	 the	dike	and	 indicative	of	an	upward‐
directed	hydraulic	force	(Holocene	sediments	on	the	left	
bank	of	the	Irkut	river	near	the	Guzhiry	settlement	in	the	
Guzhiry	 fault	 zone,	 the	 Tunka	 basin	 of	 the	 Baikal	 rift	
zone,	site	is	located	at	51.78502N	and	102.89063E).	
	
Рис.	 9.	 Структуры	 течения,	 указывающие	 на	 про‐
никновение	 осадка	 из	 зоны	 разжижения	 в	 дайку	
под	 действием	направленной	 вверх	 гидравлической	
силы	 (голоценовые	 отложения	 в	 левом	 борту	
р.	Иркут	вблизи	села	Гужиры	в	зоне	Гужирского	раз‐
лома,	 Тункинская	 впадина	 Байкальской	 рифтовой	
зоны,	 координаты	 точки	 наблюдения:	 51.78502N	
и	102.89063E).	
O.V. Lunina: An overview of clastic dikes… 
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earthquake‐triggered	 liquefaction	 deformation	 from	
loam	 diapirs	 originating	 from	 cryostatic	 pressure	 and	
gravitational	loading	of	sediments,	as	well	as	from	ice‐
wedge	 and	 frost	 cracks	 filled	 with	 more	 fine‐grained	
deposits	in	comparative	with	the	host	sediments.	It	al‐










cause	 the	 reduction	 of	 seismic	 vibrations	 during	 the	




McCalpin,	2009].	 A	 lack	 of	 intervening	 pedological	 de‐
velopment	 between	 sequences	 will	 show	 more	 than	
one	discrete	episode	of	injecting,	closely	spaced	in	time	
[Saucier,	1989].	In	contrast,	in	the	case	of	observed	soil	







Diagnosing	 the	 several	 individual	 criteria	 allows	 to	
separate	 injection	 dikes	 clearly	 from	 Neptunian	 ones	
right	on	an	outcrop	and	to	exclude	from	consideration	
triggers	 that	 are	 specific	 for	 latter	 (see	 Table	 1).	 It	 is	
also	 possible	 to	 distinguish	 structures	 resulting	 from	
fluidization	 and	 superimposed	 cryogenic	 formations	
when	 they	 are	 observed	 in	 a	 sectional	 view	 together	
(see	 Fig.	 8).	 This	 is	 because	 earthquake	 deformation	
may	result	in	changing	conditions	of	heat	and	mass	ex‐
change	as	well	as	the	physical	and	mechanical	parame‐
ters	 of	 the	 ground	 surface,	 in	 particular	 its	 strength	
properties,	porosity,	density,	and	moisture.	As	a	result,	
there	 is	 degradation	 of	 permafrost,	 increasing	 the	
depth	 of	 the	 seasonal	 freeze/thaw	 of	 soils	 and	 their	
migration	in	the	deformed	sediments	with	formation	of	
cryoturbations	 and	 bending	 of	 layers,	 and	 sinkholes	
and	subsidences	on	the	surface.	
Sharing	 the	 general	 and	 individual	 criteria	 com‐
pletely	 excludes	 nonseismic	 triggers	 that	 could	 cause	
liquefaction	 and	 fluidization.	 If	 only	 tabular	 dikes	 are	
observed,	for	instance,	flood,	storm	waves,	tsunami	and	
mass	 movements	 may	 not	 be	 regarded	 as	 a	 trigger		
to	 form	 these	 structures	 because	 of	 tubular	 bodies		
(Table	 2),	 as	 a	 rule,	 are	 developed	 during	 the	 listed	
hazards.	In	most	cases,	they	are	less	than	1	m	high,	but	












8,	10,	11	and	12,	 individual	 criteria	6,	10,	 and	partially	
12)	a	case‐by‐case	basis.	This	 is	because	 the	 forms	and	
types	 of	 seismogenic	 soft‐sediment	 deformations	 de‐
pend	 on	 the	 lithology	 and	 structure	 of	 the	 sediments	
[Moretti	 et	al.,	1999],	 as	well	 as	 on	 depth	 of	 the	water	
table	 [Obermeier	 et	al.,	2005]	 and	 if	 the	 fluidized	mass	




equal.	 It	 should	 also	 be	 assumed	 that	 given	 the	 wide‐
spread	development	of	injection	dikes	of	more	than	1	m	
high	 and	 compliance	 with	 most	 indicative	 criteria	 of	
their	 seismic	 origin	 (including	 necessarily	 the	 general	
criterion	11	and	individual	criterion	12),	general	criteria	
3	and	5	can	be	ignored.	These	assumptions	are	possible	
because	 seismic	 shocks	 affect	 different	 landscapes	 and	
many	 nonseismic	 triggers	 cause	 a	 local	 spreading	 of	
small‐sized	 structures	 of	 specific	 forms.	 The	 fact	 that		
soil	 liquefaction	 begins	 in	 earthquakes	with	M≥5.2–5.5		




of	 even	 a	 few	 kilometers.	 In	 addition,	 during	 a	 seismic	
event,	 artesian	waters	 can	 outrush	 through	 cracks	 and	
washed	up	 fluidized	material	 to	the	surface,	which	also	








While	 a	 final	 solution	about	 the	 seismogenic	origin	
of	 the	 injection	dikes	must	be	accepted,	based	on	geo‐
logical	 and	 structural	 indicative	 criteria,	 preliminarily	
these	 structures	and	other	 liquefaction	 features	might	
be	 find	 on	 GPR	 images.	 Most	 of	 GPR	 works	 conclude	
that	 sand	 blows	 on	 radargrams	 are	 shown	 as	 strati‐
graphic	disruptions	of	the	radar	events	and	disturban‐
ce	of	the	GPR	facie	[Liu,	Li,	2001;	Al‐Shukri	et	al.,	2006;	
Nobes	 et	 al.,	 2013;	 Baradello,	 Accaino,	 2016].	 Charac‐




ditional	 indicators	of	 liquefaction	on	GPR	 images	 [Hsu	
et	al.,	2005;	Lunina,	Gladkov,	2016].	
In	 the	 summer	 of	 2013	 and	 2015,	 we	 carried	 out	
systematic	 GPR	 studies	 on	 the	 southeastern	 coast	 of	
Lake	 Baikal	 in	 the	 epicentral	 area	 of	 the	 devastating	
January	 12,	 1862	 Tsagan	 earthquake	 (М7.5)	 known	
for	its	abundant	manifestations	of	liquefaction	and	flu‐
idization	 [Lunina	et	al.,	2012].	We	used	 the	Logis‐Geo‐
tech	OKO‐2	 radar,	which	 consists	 of	 a	 control	 proces‐
sing	unit,	an	odometer	DP‐32,	a	transportation	handle,	
power	 supply	 unit	 (BP	 9/12),	 charge	 (ZU‐9),	 connec‐
tion	 cables,	 and	 a	 AB‐250	 M	 screened	 antenna	 with		
250	MHz,	all	made	in	Russia.	The	AB‐250M	antenna	is	a	
monoblock	integrating	receiving	and	transmitting	parts	
in	 one	 enclosure.	 Its	 specifications	 correspond	 to	 8	m	
maximum	penetration	depth	and	0.25	m	vertical	reso‐
lution	 capability.	 Sixteen	 GPR	 profiles	 42–160	m	 long	
were	surveyed	on	five	testing	grounds	across	the	strike	
of	the	Delta	coseismic	fault	scarp	between	Kudara	and	




gray	 water‐saturated	 sand.	 When	 processing	 and	 in‐
terpreting	 the	 GPR	 profiles,	 we	 identified	 numerous	
anomalies	 that	 were	 associated	 with	 liquefaction	 fea‐




In	 accordance	 with	 form,	 the	 anomalies	 were	
grouped	into	four	types.	The	most	common	pipe‐shaped	







in	 the	 section	 and	 represent	 region	 of	 a	width	 several	
times	greater	than	their	height	(Fig.	10,	c).	Anomalies	of	
the	 third	 type	 are	 isometric	 or	 irregular	 (Fig.	 10,	 d).	










process	 of	 fluidization	 are	 less	 developed.	 In	 general,	
judging	 from	geology	 of	 sections,	 fine‐medium‐	 and	 fi‐
ne‐grained	sands	covered	by	silty	sands	and	loamy	sand	
were	liquefied	in	all	cases.		
The	anomalies	of	 first	and	 forth	 types	are	 the	most	
perspective	 for	 further	 geological	 and	 structural	 ex‐
ploring.	Based	on	 them,	 indicative	 criteria	of	 injection	
dikes	on	GPR	data	emerge:	a	pipe‐shaped	anomaly	or	a	
composite	 anomaly	 combining	 a	 tubular	 form	 in	 the	
lower	part	with	an	isometric	–	in	the	upper	(i);	relative‐
ly	high	values	of	unipolar	positive	echoes	on	the	trace	
of	GPR	signal	 (ii);	 an	occurrence	of	 the	 same	anomaly	
on	 adjacent	 parallel	 profiles	 located	 the	 first	 tens	 of	
meters	 apart	 (iii).	All	 three	 signs	 should	be	expressed	
on	 radargrams	 to	 reveal	 and	 preliminary	 to	 identify	
earthquake	 origin	 of	 an	 injection	 dike.	 Additionally,	
stratigraphic	 disruptions	 of	 the	 radar	 events	 on	 the	
background	 of	 their	 continuous	 horizontal	 position	
should	be	 considered	as	 the	 fourth	 independent	 crite‐
rion	(iv)	established	earlier	[Liu,	Li,	2001].	At	the	same	
time,	 it	 cannot	 be	 excluded	 that	 the	 same	 forms	 of	
anomalies	 will	 be	 associated	 with	 other	 irregularities	








When	 confirming	 a	 seismic	 origin	of	 dikes,	 one	 can	
begin	to	constrain	the	age	of	paleoevents.	According	to	
the	general	principals	of	their	dating	based	on	a	coseis‐
mic	 deformation,	 the	 earthquake	 age	 is	 bracketed	 by	
the	time	 interval	between	ages	of	 the	youngest	 faulted	
bed	 [lower	 limit]	 and	 the	 oldest	 unfaulted	 bed	 over‐






certain	 dating	method.	 In	 this	 case,	 a	 definition	 of	 the	
dike	type	facilitates	paleoearthquake	dating	and	avoids	




lated	 faulting	 [Lunina	et	al.,	2015].	 This	 is	 because	 the	
filling	 of	 the	 dikes,	 like	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 colluvial	






lying	 soil	 horizon	 is	 clearly	 visible,	 as	we	 observed	 in	
the	 2003	 Chuya	 earthquake	 in	 the	 Gorny	 Altai	 (see		
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Fig.	 2,	 e)	 and	 other	 researchers	 noted	 [Castilla,	Aude‐
mard,	2007],	 then	 it	 is	 enough	 to	 know	 the	 age	 of	 the	
buried	humus	layer	in	its	roof	to	date	seismic	event.	In	
other	 cases,	 general	 principles	 should	 be	 followed	 for	
these	purposes,	although	a	researcher	is	aware	that	not	
all	 clastic	 intrusions,	 just	 like	 ruptures	 [Bonilla,	 Lien‐
kaemper,	1991],	 can	 reach	 the	 surface.	 Such	 injections	
often	pinch	together	upward	or	spread	out	between	the	
layers	 in	 the	 form	of	 sills,	 so	 they	 are	 not	 hard	 to	 re‐
cognize.	 Examples	 of	 how	 liquefaction	 features	 to	 use	
for	constraining	the	age	and	other	parameters	of	paleo‐











OKO‐2	radar	with	AB‐250	MHz	antenna	 in	 the	epicentral	area	of	 the	1862	M7.5	Tsagan	earthquake	affected	the	eastern
shore	of	Lake	Baikal:	(а–b)	–	pipe‐shaped;	(c)	–	platy;	(d)	–	isometric;	(e)	–	composite	anomaly	combined	the	pipe‐shaped
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localize	 the	 epicenter	 of	 the	 pre‐instrumental	 earth‐
quake.	Hence,	Green	et	al.	 [2005]	treated	the	widths	of	
dikes	and	by	simple	interpolation	plotted	a	map	of	iso‐
lines	 to	 perform	 that	 task	 (see	 fig.	 8	 in	 fore‐quoted	
work).	Based	on	these	results,	the	author	of	the	present	
paper	 have	 showed	 a	 possibility	 for	 reconstruction	 of	
the	 epicenter	 of	 the	 1862,	M~7.5,	 Tsagan	 earthquake	
through	the	analysis	of	various	parameters	of	the	clas‐
tic	 dikes	 and	 associated	 secondary	 coseismic	 defor‐
mations,	 taking	 into	 account	 the	 dip	 of	 the	 causative	
fault	and	the	average	origin	depth	of	earthquakes	in	the	
Baikal	rift	zone	[Lunina	et	al.,	2012].	
The	core	of	 this	 tool	 is	 that,	 in	 the	 first	 stage,	 a	 re‐
searcher	 plots	 graphs	 of	 variations	 of	 parameters	 of	
observed	 structures	 (Fig.	 11,	 stage	 I).	 It	 is	 possible	 to	
apply	 available	 characteristics	 but	 the	 more	 of	 them	
the	more	reliable	the	result.	We	used	the	following	at‐
tributes:	 maximum	 displacements	 Dmax	 for	 the	 intra‐
layered	reverse	and	normal	faults;	ratio	of	the	number	
of	 faults	with	 the	 displacements	 to	 the	 length	 of	 clea‐
ning	(Ns/L);	 thickness	of	 the	 tectonic	zone	(mtz);	num‐
ber	of	fractures	per	square	meter	(N);	the	mean	width	
(wcd)	 and	 height	 (hcd)	 of	 the	 clastic	 dikes;	 the	 ratio	 of		
the	 number	 of	 clastic	 dikes	 to	 the	 length	 of	 cleaning	
(Ncd/L);	 the	 mean	 index	 of	 intensity	 of	 clastic	 dyke	
manifestation	 (Icd);	 the	 mean	 width	 (wmd)	 and	 height	
(hmd)	of	microdikes;	 the	 ratio	of	 the	number	of	micro‐
dikes	 to	 the	 length	 of	 cleaning	 (Nmd/L);	 and	 the	mean	
index	of	intensity	of	microdike	manifestation	(Imd).	We	
introduced	parameters	 Icd	and	 Imd	 to	 take	 into	account	
the	set	of	all	characteristics	measured.	The	mean	index	

















sedimentary	 layers	 with	 different	 composition	 and	
properties,	within	which	the	microdikes	are	observed.		
In	 the	 second	stage,	 the	data	on	 the	distribution	of	
coseismic	deformations	 in	 the	 soft	 sediments	 are	 syn‐
thesized	by	means	of	 the	procedure	of	 calculating	 the	
sum	of	all	significant	peaks	(on	the	graphs)	for	all	ana‐
lyzed	parameters	at	each	sites	(SUMspp,	an	abbreviation	




are	 plotted	 and	maximum	 value	 of	 SUMspp	 correspon‐
ding	to	the	largest	shaking	are	bounded	(Fig.	11,	stage	
II	and	III).	
In	 the	 third	 stage,	 a	 more	 detailed	 location	 of	 the		
epicenter	 is	 based	 on	 the	 correlation	 with	 the	 active	
fault.	 At	 an	 average	 dip	 angle	 of	 the	 causative	 Delta	
fault	 of	 60°	 [Lunina	 et	 al.,	 2012]	 and	 at	 an	 average	
depth	of	the	earthquake	source	in	the	Baikal	Rift	Zone	
of	 15	 km	 [Gileva	 et	 al.,	 2000],	 hypocenter	 projected	
normally	on	the	day‐time	surface	would	be	located	at	a	
distance	of	8.7	km	from	the	main	fault.	Then,	we	put	on	
our	 plan	 the	 segment	 equal	 to	 the	 calculated	distance	




Thus,	 analysis	 of	 one	 parameter	 of	 clastic	 dikes	
would	be	enhanced	by	 study	case	of	 several	 characte‐
ristics	 of	 soft‐sediment	 deformations	 in	 combination	









tic	 dikes	 in	 a	 seismic	 hazard	 analysis	 include	 also	 an	
estimation	of	the	energy	of	an	earthquake.	To	measure	
it	 based	 on	 liquefaction	 features,	 empirical	 relation‐
ships	 between	 the	 magnitude	 and	 the	 epicentral	 or	
fault	distance	are	applied	[Kuribayashi,	Tatsuoka,	1975;	
Youd,	 Perkins,	 1978;	 Liu,	 Xie,	 1984;	 Ambraseys,	 1988;	
Papadopoulos,	 Lefkopoulos,	 1993;	 Wakamatsu,	 1993;	
Galli,	 2000;	 Papathanassiou	 et	 al.,	 2005;	 Lunina	 et	 al.,	
2014].	 These	 relationships	 are	 effective	 in	 the	 case	 of		
a	 known	 location	 of	 the	 seismogenic	 source	 that	 is		
responsible	 for	 liquefaction.	 Castilla	 and	 Audemard	
[2007]	suggested	the	additional	use	of	the	curve	of	the	
sand‐blow	 diameter	 versus	 the	 epicentral	 distance.	





section,	 which	 allows	 to	 establish	 the	 lower‐bound	
magnitude	 of	 the	 paleoseismic	 event	 and	 the	 local	
macroseismic	intensity	by	applying	the	bounding	rela‐
tionships	between	the	earthquake	parameters	and	geo‐
metries	 of	 clastic	 dikes	 produced	 by	 instrumental	
earthquakes.	 The	 author	 of	 the	 present	work	 and	 her	
colleague	 first	 introduced	 such	 equations	 and	 the		
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underlying	 worldwide	 data	 [Lunina,	 Gladkov,	 2015].	
Maximum	 width	 (wcd),	 visible	 maximum	 height	 (hcd)	
and	intensity	index	of	clastic	dikes	(Icd)	were	correlated	
with	the	surface‐wave	magnitude	(Ms)	and	local	macro‐
seismic	 intensity	 (IL)	 corresponding	 to	 the	 MSK‐64	
macroseismic	 intensity	 scale.	 Here	 it	 would	 be	 ap‐
propriate	 to	 discuss	 the	 prons	 and	 cons	 in	 applying		
the	bounding	relationships	(Fig.	12,	a–c)	that	are	valid	
both	 for	 Neptunian	 and	 injection	 dikes	 of	 earthquake	
origin.		









































пунктов	 с	 наблюденными	 одновозрастными	 дайками,	 возникшими	 в	 результате	 сейсмического	 разжижения	 по
[Lunina,	Gladkov,	2015].	
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are	 high,	 and	 for	 all	 of	 the	 uncertainties	 of	 the	 equa‐
tions,	the	real	value	of	the	dependent	magnitude	or	in‐
tensity	was	equal	to	or	larger	than	the	calculated	mag‐
nitude	 or	 intensity.	 The	 analysis	 of	 the	 obtained	 rela‐
tionships	showed	that	to	estimate	the	lowest	potential	
magnitude	of	a	seismic	event	or	local	macroseismic	in‐
tensity	 using	 clastic	 dikes,	 it	 is	 better	 to	 use	 all	 three	
parameters	 and	 take	 the	maximum	 level	 for	 a	 seismic	













high	 [Obermeier	 et	 al.,	 2005].	 Nevertheless,	 the	 rela‐
tionships	between	the	earthquake	parameters	and	the	
visible	height	of	clastic	dikes	will	be	particularly	effec‐
tive	 in	 the	 case	 of	 revealing	 the	 narrow‐width	 dikes	
that	are	much	more	common	in	the	epicentral	areas	of	
earthquakes.	
The	 relationships	 between	 the	 magnitude/local	
macroseismic	intensity	and	the	intensity	index	of	clas‐
tic	dikes	should	compensate	seemingly	for	the	missing	
maximum	 values	 of	 the	 height	 and	 width	 of	 clastic	
dikes	(Fig.	12,	c).	However,	the	analysis	of	the	data	set	
shows	that	they	will	be	effective	only	in	the	case	of	se‐
veral	 dikes	 in	 a	 sectional	 view.	 For	 a	 single	 dike	 in	 a	




results	 in	 a	 lower‐bound	 evaluation	 of	 seismological	
parameters.	They	do	not	consider	the	geotechnical	con‐
ditions	at	the	sites,	epicentral	distance	and	earthquake	
depths.	 Nevertheless,	 in	 the	 areas	where	 surface	 rup‐
tures	 on	 flat	 areas	 are	 difficult	 to	 recognize	 after	 de‐
cades	because	of	erosional	truncation,	these	equations	
can	be	very	practical.	Moreover,	 to	apply	 the	relation‐
ships	 of	 the	 epicenter‐to‐liquefaction	 feature	 distance	
versus	 earthquake	 magnitude	 (e.g.,	 [Galli,	 2000;	 Pa‐
pathanassiou	 et	 al.,	 2005;	 Castilla,	 Audemard,	 2007;	
Lunina	et	al.,	2014])	 for	at	 least	 three	cases	associated	
with	the	same	seismic	event,	 it	 is	possible	to	verify	 its	







This	 brief	 overview	 considers	 the	 most	 recent	 ad‐
vances	in	study	of	seismically	induced	clastic	dikes,	the	
data	of	which	are	important	in	seismic	hazard	analysis	









Geodynamics & Tectonophysics 2019 Volume 10 Issue 2 Pages 483–506 
zation from seismic liquefaction are the most reliable indicators of paleoseismicity in comparative with Nep-tunian dikes. At the same time, if the earthquake origin of the latter is proved, they can also be used for estima-tions of epicenter, age, magnitude and local macro-seismic intensity of paleoseismic events. The main re-sults of this summary are as follows: 1. Main triggers, formation mechanisms and some matching indicative features of Neptunian and injection dikes, including tabular and cylindrical bodies are sys-tematized. The desiccation of unconsolidated deposits, extensional tectonics, flood, glacial loading, sudden deposition in underwater condition or in conditions of high humidity, including diagenesis in permafrost area, freeze-and-thaw action, tsunami, earthquake, inflow of fluid-generating clays in the region of high tempera-tures and overpressures and subsequent fracturing (mud volcanoes), storm waves, mass movement, and meteorite impact can initiate the development of these soft-sediment deformations. Some of the triggers result in both types of dikes, among which the injection ones are the most perspective in the paleoseismic tasks.  2. Based on the revision of known liquefaction fea-tures and specific descriptions of the injection dikes, 12 general and 12 individual geological and structural cri-teria, which make it possible to establish confidently their earthquake origin, are represented. Recommen-dations for use of these criteria, part of which may not be visible or obscured by superimposed exogenous processes are given. Even several criteria if supported by structural analysis compared to tectonic framework are significant to conclude seismic genesis of injection dikes. Additionally, indicative searching features of the injection dikes on GPR images are suggested. 
3. The clastic dikes can be applied to determine the age and the recurrence interval, the epicenter location and a lower-bound magnitude/intensity of paleoearth-quakes, thus providing geological data for seismic  hazard assessments in the regions, in which unconsoli-dated deposits capable to liquefaction are common. In the future, to develop approaches for studying paleoseismicity based on soft-sediment deformation structures, it is necessary to carry out specialized re-search in the epicentral zones of recent and well-documented historical seismic events in order to de-scribe the geometry, morphology, composition of the dikes, as well as geological, geomorphological and hy-drogeological conditions of their formation. Developing the bounding relationships between the parameters of clastic dikes and associated earthquakes, including the peak ground acceleration (PGA) would become per-spective.   
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